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March 23, 1949
Alvin C. Oraves, J-Division lsader

Thomas L. Shipman, M. D., Health Division lLeader
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- zelative $o the problems which we are facing at Eniwetok, It is .

now parfectly obvicus $o all of ws that exposwe to any dust in i
that area is potentially dangerous, It is Col, Ceonsy's opinion
with which I concur, that any dust produoing operations at Eniwetok
be forbidden until the actual opsrations of covering the creter
areas begin, The actual filling-in operations will require careful
monitoring and health physios through the entire process, but even
during this period it is problematical whether health officials
will be able to do much more than lay down certain general regula-
tions.

At the present time a monitor can tell with a reasonable degres of
accuracy what areas are hot and what areas are cold, It is absolutely
impossible for a monitor, an industrial hygienist, or a physiclan,

in the light of our pressnt knowledge, to tell anyone how dangerous

a cloud of wind blown dust actually is., This is a resesarch problea
in {tself requiring a considersble amount of equipment to make deter-
minations of particle sises and percentages of radiocactive material,
At the present time we can only make the supposition that inhalation
of the dust is probably dangerous and that it should be avoided at
all costs. Dusty clothes and rekpirators can be monitored, but that
is simply locking the stable after the horse is gone, For the present
I feel that ws can only meke the generality that dwst producing opere-
tions must be avoided and if any such becomes absolutely essential
all personnel in any way sxposed must wear approved respiratoers.

When ws coms to actual earth moving operations there must be available
one individus]l who shall be responsible for health matters. This man
could be either a physician with adequate training in health physics
or & thoroughly capabls and fully qualified health physicist. Im
either svent the man shwuld have full epportunity te familiarise him-
#elf with the preblems which will probadbly be encountered, The sxper-
ience ‘mnd Wreining we san previde here. “Tol. Ceonsy stated tiat if we
are sniirely wnable 4o preduce ihe preper individml that s will be

~ prepared 1f meed be %o asxign ene of the Army Medical Corps officers

presently stationsd in Ios Alames %o the job, Persemally I hepe tiat
this solution will mot be mscessary, but 1t at least gives me the re-
assurance that somsone will be ready when the tims comss,
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